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Two new Genera of Saxifragaceae, 

By John K. Small. 
(Plates 256, 257.) 

In the course of a study of the genus Saxifraga, several species 
now referred to it appear to be erroneously so placed. Repeated 
attempts to retain them where they were originally placed, or to 
transfer them to related genera have proved fruitless, and I confi- 
dently propose the two new genera here to be described. 

Dr. Torrey remarks on Saxifraga Parryi, in the Botany of the 
Mexican Boundary Survey and others elsewhere to the same 
effect, that it is " a remarkable species, with the calyx and habit 
of a small Heuchera, but it is decandrous and the ovary is wholly 
free as well as two-celled." I make this species the type of a new 
genus. 

JEPSONIA. 

Slender acaulescent slightly pubescent herbs, perennial by 
corms. Leaves (usually vernal) all basal, suboricular in outline, 
cordate, petioled, slightly lobed and toothed ; scapes (usually 
autumnal) wiry, simple or branched above; flowers in terminal 
cymes or cymose panicles; calyx campanulate with a flat base, its 
edge five-toothed ; petals five, inserted just below the sinuses of 
the calyx; stamens ten, inserted on the calyx tube below the 
petals ; filaments subulate, the alternate ones longer and slightly 
surpassing the calyx ; ovary two-celled, free from and partially 
filling the calyx, its carpels united to about the middle ; placenta 
central ; follicles united at the base, tipped by the straight slender 
styles which diverge at an angle of about ninety degrees; stigmas 
peltate; seeds irregular in outline, ribbed and crested, with a 
pinched and curved base ; embyro minute, erect in one end of the 
endosperm. 

Leaves sub-orbicular, broader than long ; calyx-teeth shorter than the tube. 

1. J. Parryi. 
Leaves ovate- orbicular, longer than broad ; calyx-teeth as long as the tube, or 
longer. 2. J. malvaefolia. 

i. Jepsonia Parryi (Torr.). 

Saxifraga Parryi Torr. Bot. Mex. Bound. Surv. 69. //. 25. 
1859. 

Perennial by an ovoid fleshy corm, scapose, wiry, sparingly 
pubescent throughout. Leaves (appearing in the spring) all basal, 
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suborbicular in outline, 2-2.5 cm. in diameter, cleft into seven cre- 
nately toothed crenate lobes, cordate, slightly pubescent on both 
surfaces, on petioles about equalling the blade ; scapes (appearing 
in late summer or fall) usually two or four together, rarely solitary, 
erect, 4-25 cm. tall, simple or branched above ; flowers few in a 
terminal cyme or cymose panicle ; calyx campanulate with a trun- 
cate base, 4-6 mm. high, marked with ten brown branching nerves, 
its five triangular obtuse teeth about one-half as long as the tube ; 
petals white with brownish or purple nerves, elliptic-oblong or 
elliptic-lanceolate, sometimes nearly ovate, 4-6 mm. long, about as 
long as the calyx, obtuse ; stamens ten, the alternate ones longer, 
inserted on the calyx-tube above the middle (below the petals) ; 
filaments slender, subulate ; follicles 7-9 mm. long, united at the 
base, the body nearly included in the calyx, the slender tips sur- 
passing the calyx and diverging at right angles; seeds small, dull- 
brown, I mm. long, irregularly oblong, provided with two ribs and 
two crests. (Plate 256, copied from Bot. Mex. Bound. Survey.) 

Original locality, " Dry Hills near San Diego and San Luis 
Rey, California." Found later near San Diego (Orcutt, 1885); 
lone, Amador County (Parry, 1887). Flowering in November 
and December. 

2. Jepsonia malvaefolia (Greene). 

Saxifraga malvaefolia Greene, Bull. Torr. Club, 19 : 121. 1882. 

Original locality, " Santa Rosa Island." Found later on Santa 
Cruz Island. 

These two remarkable plants form a very distinct and natural 
genus. They are strikingly different from ajny species of Saxi- 
fraga in habit and the flower affords good characters. The calyx 
is simply toothed instead of cleft or parted, the petals and stamens 
are inserted in the upper part of the calyx-tube and not down 
where the ovary and calyx meet. The ovary fills but a small part 
of the calyx-tube and its stigmas are peltate and conspicuous, op- 
posed to the capitate and inconspicuous ones in Saxifraga, the 
seed with its pinched and twisted base, its ribs and crests, has no 
parallel in related genera. 

SAXIFRAGOPSIS n. gen. 

Low caulescent caespitose, sparingly glandular-pilose plants 
perennial by woody rootstocks. Stems straw-like, rather slen- 
der not fleshy, sparingly leafy ; leaves alternate, membranous 
the blade articulated to the petiole and not decurrent ; 
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petiole wiry, dilated into a scarious ribbed base ; inflor- 
escence consisting of a terminal thyrsoid-panicle, its cymules 
peduncled ; subtended by small bracts ; pedicels usually bearing 
several opposite or nearly opposite bractlets below the flowers ; 
flowers white, rather crowded ; calyx hemispheric, its tube rib- 
bed, united to the ovary, its segments five, unequal in size and 
shape, reflexed; petals five, inserted just below the sinuses of 
the calyx tube, long-clawed, at length deflexed ; stamens ten, con- 
verging ; filaments inserted at the bases of the calyx segments, di- 
lated below into two thin wings ; anthers ovoid-sagitate or broadly- 
oblong-sagitate, four-angled especially when old ; ovary very short 
when young, soon elongating, immersed in a red glandular disk ; 
placenta central ; follicles slender, the bodies united, the tips erect ; 
seeds minute, smooth, somewhat curved. 

I . Saxifragopsis fragarioides ( Greene ). 

Saxifraga fragarioides Greene, Bull. Torr. Club, 8: 121. 1881. 

Rootstock horizontal, stout, woody, 1-15 cm. long, covered by 
the dilated, membranous bases of old petioles ; stems somewhat 
scape-like, erect or ascending, 1-3 dm. high, strict or fiexuous 
above, bearing several leaves which are smaller but otherwise simi- 
lar to the lower ones; leaves thin, cuneate or cuneate-obovate, 
1-5 cm. long, rounded and coarsely toothed at the apex entire be- 
low the middle, sparingly ciliate, dark green above, paler beneath, 
marked with several palmately radiating nerves, obtuse at the 
base, on slender petioles 2-3 cm. long, flowers greenish, 6 mm. 
broad, in dense panicled cymules whose branches are subtended by 
linear entire or toothed bracts ; calyx hemispheric, its tube united 
to the overies, its segments longer than the tube or at length 
shorter, ovate, ciliate, obtuse, reflexed when dry; petals oblong- 
spatulate or spatulate, persistent, ^ longer than the sepals ; at 
length reflexed; filaments filiform-subulate; follicles narrowly 
conic, 6-7 mm. high, red, united only y^ from base, the summits 
erect; seeds oblong or obvoid,-5 mm. long, smooth. (Plate 257.) 

Original locality, 1 " High mountains west of Mt. Shasta, Cali- 
fornia/' 

High altitudes in the mountains of Northern California and 
Southern Oregon; Cliffs overhanging Castle Lake, Siskyiou 
county, California and top of the Siskyiou Mountains near Waldo, 
Oregon. 



